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of the Belgians, who until May 10 always affected to
attach as much worth to Germany's word as to that
of the Allies, King Leopold ffl, without warning General
Blanchard, without one thought, without one word for
the British and French soldiers who came to the help
of his country on his anguished appeal, King Leopold III
of the Belgians laid down his arms.
" It is a fact without precedent in history.
"The Belgian Government informed me that the
King's decision was taken against the unanimous feeling
of his responsible Ministers.
" They added that they had decided to put at the
service of the common cause all the Belgian forces still
at their disposal. Notably, the Belgian Government
wishes to raise a new army to collaborate with the French
Government.
" It is our soldiers of whom we think. These soldiers
can say that their honour is intact. Our soldiers are
accomplishing magnificent work at the front every
day. During these eighteen days of battle they have
given a thousand examples of heroism. The young
French generals, who have hardly succeeded their prede-
cessors, are already covering themselves with glory.
Our leaders and our soldiers form a bloc in which the
country has complete confidence and which will to-
morrow be the admiration of the world. We knew
that dark days would come, these days have come.
" France has been invaded a hundred rimes, but never
beaten. Let our brave people in the north remember
that It is through these trials that will be forged the